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Congratulations to Patrick Rash:
DEP November Employee of the Month!

 Patrick Rash, Assistant Park 
Manager for John D. MacArthur Beach 
State Park received Employee of the 
Month for November for the entire De-
partment of Environmental Protection. 
That’s pretty big!
 A native of Biloxi, Mississippi, Pat 
moved to Florida after graduating from 
University of Southern Mississippi with 
a degree in Park and Recreation Man-
agement. He moved to the Florida Keys 
in 1986 for what was supposed to be a 
summer job. Being an avid fisherman, 
he stayed. Pat was a Boy Scout ranger 
for the Florida Sea Base in Islamorada, 
Florida. In 1990, he moved to Lignumvi-
tae Key where he joined the Florida Park 
Service as a park ranger at Lignumvitae 
Key Botanical State Park. Realizing this 
was his lifelong destiny, he stayed with 
the park service, working as a District 
5 maintenance mechanic in Key Largo 
in 1994. It wasn’t until 1998 that he ac-
cepted a job as Assistant Park Manager 
for John D. MacArthur Beach State Park 
and made his move to North Palm Beach 
with his new bride, Marilyn. 
 Not only has Pat been an ex-

ceptional representative for the Florida 
Park Service, but he was also awarded 
the State of Florida’s prestigious Davis 
Productivity Award in 2003 for the imple-
mentation of the Park’s famous Kayak 
program. Pat continues to amaze us with 
his brains for numbers, brilliance with 
mechanics, and understanding of his 
devoted employees. They have two chil-
dren: Hannah, five and Ava, two.  

Artist in Residence — Gerry Hamzik 
by Leni Bane
 Welcome 
back, Gerry! A 
true friend of the 
Park, Gerry not 
only exhibited 
works in the Natu-
ral Selections Art 
Exhibitions and 
Sales, hosted by 

MacArthur Beach but was the curator 
of all five shows. 
 Gerry Hamzik was born in South-
ern California and was reared in New 
York and Palm Beach County.  Gerry 
attended Pratt Institute in New York 
and Florida Atlantic University in Boca 
Raton. Hamzik’s work has been shown 

Continued on page 8...
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 As 2004 has now passed, and 
we are into a new year, it is a good 
time to reflect on the past twelve 
months at MacArthur Beach State 
Park and what was accomplished by 
the Friends organization.
 During the past year, the 
Friends donated approximately 
$35,000 worth of equipment, program 
funding, and other financial support 
to the Park. For example, the Sum-
mer Camp program, underwritten 
by the Friends, provided a valuable 
camping experience for 130 children 
between the ages of seven and thir-
teen. The cost of Park events, such 
as Moonlight concerts, Bluegrass 
Jam sessions, and Father’s Day 
at the Park were also underwritten 
by the Friends. Over $4,000 was 
expended for Park related printed 
materials, such as brochures and 
this newsletter. A new utility vehicle, 
storage shed, tram, kayak, kayak 
equipment, Nature Center phones, 
FAX machine, updated computer 
programs, snorkel equipment, fish 
tank equipment, and road gravel are 
examples of Park purchases under-
written by the Friends, as well. The 
design, setup, and maintenance of a 
new professional website (www.ma-
carthurbeach.org) for the Park was 
also completed during the year.
 While the Park benefited from 
the continued financial support of 
the Friends, we, too, were the bene-
ficiary of someone else’s generosity. 
Donna Loring, who recently joined 
as a part time employee of the gift 
shop, and her husband, Dennis, 
generously funded the upgrading of 
the gift shop cash register, inventory 

computers, 
and soft-
ware to 
advance
t h o s e 
functions 
into the 
c u r r e n t 
cutting-edge technology.
 Looking forward to 2005, the 
executive board of the Friends has 
approved the underwriting of new 
equipment in the amount of approxi-
mately $21,000. This will be in ad-
dition to the continued funding of 
Summer Camp and the Park’s spe-
cial events. To be purchased are a 
new tram, utility vehicle, computers, 
printers, and computer software, as 
well as other office equipment up-
grades.
 The year 2005 will also pro-
vide the challenge of meeting an 
ambitious fundraising goal for the 
Nature Center Addition Building 
Campaign. Having received approv-
al from the State, we are now be-
ginning the preliminary design of a 
building addition to accommodate an 
expanded gift shop and educational/
meeting room. The money raised by 
the Building Campaign will assist in 
paying for the construction, equip-
ping, and staffing of the new facility. 
More news will be disseminated on 
this as the project develops.

Ted
Ted Thoburn, President

Friends of MacArthur Beach State Park, Inc.
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Donor Honor Roll

Mr. &  Mrs. Ed Ackerman
Mrs. Sidney Adler

Dr. & Mrs. Don Bane
Mr. & Mrs. John Barboni
Mr. & Mrs. D.K. Barton
Mrs. Nancy Benjamin

Ms. Robin Bennett
Ms. Carol Boswell

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Brown
Ms. Nathalie Browne

Mrs. Charlotte Chickering
Ms. Glenda Clausner

Mr. Vincent Cloud
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Cohan

Mrs. Nancy Y. Cohen
Mr. Terrence Coulliette

Dr. & Mrs. Frank Crittenden
Mr. & Mrs. John Curry
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Davis

Mrs. Joe DiDia
Ms. Rebecca Doane
Mrs. Harry F. R. Dola
Ms. Deborah Drum

Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Dudan
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Duke

Ms. Joyce P. Duke
Ms. Joan B. Edelmann
Ms. Elizabeth Eubanks

Ms. Debbie Fell
Mr. John Fillyaw

Mr. H. James Fisher
Ms. Lynn Focht

Mr. & Mrs. H.C. Freuehauf
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Fricke
Mr. & Mrs. Klaus Fuchs

Ms. Karyn Gabriel
Dr. & Mrs. John T. Garland
Mr. & Mrs. James Gentemann
Mr. & Mrs.  Sam Grafton
Mr. & Mrs. David Grant

Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Greenburg
Mr. David Gregg

Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Grizzard
Ms. Renee K. Hamill

Mr.  Lawrence Harjehausen
Mr. & Mrs.  Joseph Harper
Dr. & Mrs. John Harrington

Mr. Peter Hartung
Mrs. Janet Heaton

Ms. Clair Heise
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Hernandez

  Holy Name of Jesus School
Mrs. Holly Holzworth

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Huber
Mr. & Mrs. Henry B. Iler
  John D. & Katherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation

Mr. Patrick Kacich
Mr.& Mrs. Bruce Kay

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Keegan
Mr. Steve Kelson

Mrs. Jane E. Kilroy
Dr. & Mrs. Steve Kiltau
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Kimbell

Dr. Alan Klein
Ms. Ann Kringel

Mr. & Mrs. John Kurucz
Ms. Julia L. Lacy

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald LeBoff
Ms. Jeanne Leckey

Mr. & Mrs. William Leimbach
Ms. Donna Loring

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Lyon
Ms. Mary Magill

Mr. & Mrs. Milton Maltz
Mrs. Helen Marchman

Dr. John Marr
Ms. Debra McCloskey

Mr. Bill McDermott
Mr. & Mrs. Richard  McFarlane

Dr. William Mech
Mr. & Mrs. Russell 

Meyerand
Ms. Karin Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Valentino Miotto
Mr. Richard Nelson

Ms. Gail Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. William Nicol

Mr. Bill Nolan
 Deborah & Dolores Ocha

Mr. Rafael Oropesa
Ms. Sara Parente

Dr. Thomas A. Parrino
Mrs. Elizabeth Phelps

Ms. Marjorie Phyfe
Mr. Andrew Pineiro

Ms. Donna Rea
Mr.  Robert Riecks

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Robins
Mr. Jon Robinson
Mr. Alvin Romanoff

Ms. Sue Ross

Mr. Donald F. Russell
  Saint Claire School

Mr. Charles Schenk III
Mrs. Donald O. Schnuck

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Severin
Mr. & Mrs. Marty Shiffman
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Smith

Mr. James Strahan
Mrs. Stella Strauss,

Mr. George Sylvester
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Thoburn
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Thomson

Mrs. Jean Townsend
Mrs. Nancy Best VanDeuren

Mrs. Stuart Vogel
Mr. Peter Walker
Mr. John Wehner

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Weingart
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Weinstein

Mr. Dan West
Mr. & Mrs. John Whitney

Mr. Stephen Wigal
Mr. & Mrs.  Robert Williams

Ms. Lisa Wirczorek
Mr. Laurence Witkin
Mrs. Belle B. Wolkoff

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Wyatt
Mr. Morris Zabarkus

Mr. & Mrs. Basil Zaloom

Volunteers

Shirley  Adler
Joyce Anderson

David Ashton
Don & Leni Bane

Cathy Beals
Shane Beaulieu

Carole Berk
Eva Bilinski
Larry Blatt

Donald Bottaro
Bill Bouchard
Mary Bowman

Patricia Caroscio
John Cassady
Helen Coffey

Frank & Colleen Connolly
Leyla Davis
Alicia Didia

James Dooley
Joan Edelmann
David Erlanger 

Jack & Jann Ewen
Robert Foster
Robert Frasier
Robert Frazier

Edward Frisbee
Garry Frommelt
Robert Ganley
Debbie Gans

Stephanie Gardella
Emmanuel Gardon

Jim & Dottie  Gentemann
Ronald Gerson

Roucoumany Gilmore
Richard Goodwin
Stephanie Grant
Morton Green

Shirley Grierson
Chris Halfpap

Lawrence Harjehausen 
Wesley Hayes

Charles, Martha & Evelyn Hein 
Henri Hirschfeld
Robert Hoffman
Bruce Holden

William & Eleanor  Holland
Joseph Hughes

Bill Jackson
Ann  Kallal

Bruce & Diane Kay
Marielouise Keegan

Fred Keith
Louis & Dina Korber

Justin Kraft
Ann Kringel

Swapna Krishnamoorthy
Robert Lanen

Charles Laskowitz
Creighton Lederer

Judy Lehtinen
William Leimbach

Pamela Long 
Donna Loring
Bruce Lyon

Carol MacDonald
Mary Magil

Garry Mansfield
Adrian Marcuse
Shawn McCall

Patricia McConnell
William McDermott

Jim McDonald
Doris McDonald

Kimberly Mohlenhoff
John Murray

Kathleen Murray
Michelle Noctor

Bill Nolan
John  Odoardo
Kate Odoardo
W.C. Bill Olsen
Yvonne Peters

Anna Polakovich
Elizabeth Porter
Richard Reinke 
Julia Richards

Robert Rogerson
Anthony Romano
Alvin Romanoff

Joseph & Margaret Rost
Stanley Rubin
Donald Russell
Anthony Sacco

Daniel Schabilion
Robert Severin
Martin Shiffman
Alexander Sofos

Otto Stahler
Craig Stearns

Howard & Marika Stone
Anita Storey

Marlene Stover
Jim Strahan

Charles Straub
George Sylvester

Donna Tighe
Gail Tomei

Richard Toner
Gilda Vogel

Peter Walker
Richard Weiser

Daniel West
William White

Dorothy Williams
Peter Wool

Morris Zabarkus
Phyllis Zaccaro

Martha Zill

Thank you all for your generous donations of funds, supplies, equipment, and countless hours of volunteer time!
Your Park serves the community better because of your support.

Although this list was carefully reviewed, there may be errors and omissions, for which we apologize.
Please direct your comments or questions or corrections to Martin A. Shiffman, Administrator,

Friends of MacArthur Beach State Park, Inc.
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Shorelines
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Wanted:  School Tour Guide
by Art Carton

 Since my arrival, one of my 
jobs has been coordinating the 
weekly school group tours. Due 
to overwhelming demand on both 
staff and volunteers, we are cur-
rently looking for volunteers to as-
sist with the school tours. One of 
the main qualifications for becom-
ing a school tour guide is having 

an enthusiastic attitude and love for 
children. 
 The school groups that visit 
the Park are the local kindergarten 
through fourth grade elementary stu-
dents. These grades are split up into 
three different groups, which have a 
corresponding program and tour de-
signed for their grade levels. These 
programs focus on the habitats in the 
Park and consist of a walking tour 
plus group activities. The students 
come in at 10:00 a.m. on Wednes-
day, Thursday or Friday during the 
school year and finish by noon.
 When you decide to com-
mit two hours a week to become a 
school tour guide, you will receive a 

training folder. This folder has all 
the information you need to know 
about teaching the program.  Also, 
you will shadow an experienced 
guide until you feel comfortable 
leading your own tour.  
 There are many rewards. 
One of the most exciting is being 
able to instill the love of nature in 
these young children.
 So, if volunteering to be-
come a school tour guide sounds 
like something you would like to 
do, please contact Art Carton or 
Junko Nomura at (561) 624-6952. 
You will not only see how much 
fun it is, but you might also learn 
something. 

Welcoming New Board Members

 The Board of Directors of 
MacArthur Beach State Park is 
very proud and honored to wel-
come Susie Fruehauf, who is a 
20-year resident of Lost Tree Vil-
lage, a neighbor of the Park.
 Susie has been in charge of 
the art gallery at Lost Tree for sev-
eral years and is an accomplished 
artist herself. You may have seen 
her turtle prints for sale at our gift 
shop in the Nature Center. Susie 
is also a member of the Board of 
Trustees at the Lost Tree chapel 
and a director of Sentinental Trust 
Company in Houston, Texas.  
 Upon accepting the invita-
tion to join the MacBeach Board, 
Susie said, “MacArthur Park is a 

most valuable asset to our 

community here at Lost Tree, and I 
hope to be able to contribute some-
thing as a way of saying thanks.”
 The MacArthur Beach State 
Park Board of Directors is also proud 
and honored to welcome Melba 
Hardy. Melba was born in Jasper, 
Alabama and was raised in Win-
ter Haven, Florida. She has always 
loved school, and as a child, she 
often convinced her friends to play 
school under the big oak tree in her 
back yard. It was at that time that her 
love for teaching had been born.  
 Over the years, her love, ded-
ication, and commitment to educa-
tion as a classroom teacher enabled 
her to become a successful leader 
as the head of a private school and 
presently as  acting principal at Bright 

Futures International Elementary 
School and The Academy for In-
ternational Studies Middle School 
in Palm Beach Gardens.
 She has maintained her 
Florida teaching certificate in the 
areas of Early Childhood and El-
ementary Education K-6. She also 
holds a Masters Degree in Educa-
tional Leadership. She has taken 
courses from major universities, 
attended in-service workshops, 
and attended state and national 
conferences and conventions in 
order to remain knowledgeable 
of the current educational trends. 
She has worked on many commit-
tees. Melba has over thirty years 
of diverse educational experience 
in both public and private schools.
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Gift Gab

Have you seen
what’s new?

• Bubble Domes:  $10
 stretchy; sea life or reef motif
• Squeeze Balls:  $5
 soft, squishy spheres of fun
• New Figurines:  $6-26
 glass, stone, and pewter: fly-
 ing turtles, fish, dolphins
• MacArthur Beach State Park 
 T-shirts:  $14
 embroidered with turtles, dol-
 phins or manatees; assorted
 colors; adults and kids sizes

Hey, Kids!
Grow a Fish!

Put them in water and
watch them grow:  $2

Thanks to all of our employ-
ees, volunteers, and staff who 
help make our gift shop a suc-
cess. And thanks to all of you 
for your support! This has been 
(in spite of the hurricanes) the 
best year yet for the gift shop!

marty
Gift Shop Guru, Administrator, 

Friends of MacArthur Beach State Park

All profits from the gift shop 
go to the MacArthur Beach 
State Park to support the pro-
grams and activities that you, 
your family and your friends 
enjoy all year long.

Friends!

We are seeking
a group of friends…

With rising costs and shrink-
ing budgets, we are finding 
ourselves doing more of our 
own maintenance. Our shop 
is in need of some upgrades.

1. Air compressor:  $400.00
2. Table saw:  $500.00
3. Air tools:  $200.00
4. Hand tools:  $500.00
5. Floor jack:  $200.00

The critters at the nature cen-
ter are always hungry. Feed 
them all year for $500.00.

The kayak program becomes 
more popular each year and 
is always in need of replace-
ment equipment.

1. Paddles:  $60.00
2. Life jackets:  $40.00
3. Single kayak:  $400.00
4. Double kayak:  $500.00

Our Tractor is over 25 years 
old and is badly in need of a 
new clutch for $2,100.00

Be a Friend…
Call Pat Rash:

(561) 624-6953

Manager’s Musings

 It was an exciting year—2004! 
Lots has happened, and I anticipate 
2005 to be eventful, although not as 
scary, as far as the weather goes.
 I would like to remind the 
members of The Friends of Mac-
Arthur Beach State Park that their 
membership entitles them to a dis-
count for some of the monthly con-
certs. Show your membership card 
at the check-in table. Please contact 
the staff at the Nature Center for 
more details. 
 Our very own Assistant Park 
Manager, Pat Rash, has received a 
very significant recognition recently. 
He was nominated for and received 
the Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection’s Employee of the 
Month award for November, 2004. 
His picture has adorned the DEP 
statewide website for the month and 
he received statewide recognition 
along with a plaque for his outstand-
ing work and dedication to the Park 
Service and the people of Florida. 
Now he will compete with 11 others 
for the Employee of the Year award. 
 With your support, the Park 
continues to grow and improve. 
Working together, we can provide 
a quality experience for visitors and 
residents alike, while protecting and 
preserving the Real Florida. Thank 
you for your continued support as 
we begin the New Year filled with ex-
citing possibilities and an abundance 
of blessings.

Terry
Terry Coulliette, Park Manager



Volunteer
SpOtlight

Friends of MacArthur Beach State Park, Inc.
Membership Application

A not-for-profit Citizens’ Support Organization

❑ Benefactor... $500+     ❑ Patron... $100-$499     ❑ Family... $75     ❑ Individual...$40     ❑ Student... $20

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________ State: ___________ ZIP: _________________

Email: ______________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________
Please send this application along with your donation to:

The Friends of MacArthur Beach State Park, Inc.
PO Box 32395

Palm Beach Gardens, FL  33420
For more information on the “Friends” please call (561) 776-7449

A copy of the official registration and financial information of the “Friends” may be obtained from The Division of Consumer Services by calling 800-435-7352
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 I have had the good for-
tune of being a volunteer at 
MacArthur Beach State Park 
for seven years. I started as a 
substitute tram driver, available 
when needed. After about a year, 
I was asked if I would also put to-
gether the monthly schedules for 
the drivers.
 I guess my love for the 
outdoors started when I was a 
youngster. We lived in New York 
City, opposite Central Park and 
The Museum of Natural History, 
where I spent much of my free 
time climbing rocks, fishing, and 
sailing model boats on the ponds 

and lakes. My wife and older son 
moved to Miami, Florida, in 1954. 
We made up our minds then that 
we couldn’t go back to the big city 
life up north. After 10 years, my 
work took us to Texas, where we 
spent 31 years. It was there that 
my wife, our two sons, and I did 
lots of tent camping in the Rockies, 
California, and many of the nation-
al forests and parks of the western 
part of the country. After retiring, it 
was back to Florida in 1994.
 Not only is being at our 
beautiful park—one of the few un-
spoiled places in Florida—such a 
great pleasure, but also is working 

with the great bunch of guys (and 
now two gals) who make up the 
tram driver corps: now 43 mem-
bers between our year-rounders 
and snowbirds. Like the mail-
men at the Post Office, we drive 
in all kinds of weather: hot, cool, 
stormy, and very seldom in hur-
ricanes, but fortunately never in 
snow storms. 
 All of the Park personnel 
make things great for us with the 
annual bus tour to exciting places 
and the annual awards dinner, as 
well as their being interesting and 
fun people to work with. Come 
and join us!

Ron Gerson

Welcome New Friends Members
Mr. H. James Fisher

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Keegan

Ms. Ann Kringel

Mr. Peter Walker

Mr. John Wehner

Ms. Clair Heise
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January

02 Sunday  2:00 p.m.  Introduction to Kayaking by Adventure Times Kayaks

08 Saturday  11 - Noon  F.U.N. Program: Family Birding 

09 Sunday  1:00 p.m.  Volunteer Orientation; New school tour guides wanted!

16 Sunday  1 - 5:00 p.m.  Bluegrass Jam Session

22 Saturday  12:00 p.m.  Birding at MacArthur Beach State Park

22 Saturday  7 - 9:00 p.m.  MacArthur Under Moonlight Concert: Band TBA

23 Sunday  2:00 p.m.  Recreational Skills: Cast Netting

29 Tentative  TBA   Annual Volunteer Bus Trip

February

05 Saturday  11:00 a.m.  Birding at MacArthur Beach State Park 

06 Sunday  2:00 p.m.              Introduction to Kayaking by Adventure Times Kayaks

12 Saturday  11 - Noon  F.U.N. Program: Valentine’s Day Cards

13 Sunday  1:00 p.m.              Volunteer Orientation

19 Saturday  7 - 9:00 p.m.  MacArthur Under Moonlight Concert: Band TBA 

20 Sunday  1 - 5:00 p.m.  Bluegrass Jam Session

26 Saturday  TBA   Annual Volunteer Awards Dinner 

March

12 Saturday  11 - Noon  F.U.N. Program: All About Raptors

13 Sunday  1:00 p.m.  Volunteer Orientation

19 Saturday  10:00 a.m.  Birding at MacArthur Beach State Park 

20 Sunday  1 - 5:00 p.m.  Bluegrass Jam Session 

26 Saturday  7 - 9:00 p.m.  MacArthur Under Moonlight Concert: Band TBA 

27 Sunday  12:00 p.m.  Recreational Skills: Introduction to Surfing
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at the National Academy, the Society 
of the Four Arts in Palm Beach, and 
at the Smithsonian Institute Traveling 
Exhibition, among many others.
 His paintings are included in 
the collection of the Hershey Corpora-
tion, National Bank, the Palm Beach 
International Airport, and many other 
corporate and private collections. His 
paintings and faux finishes adorn the 
walls of private homes and business-
es everywhere.

 In addition to his exhibit in 
the Nature Center during the months 
of January, February and March, he 
is exhibiting a one-man show at the 
Geoffrey Smith Galleries in Stuart, 
Florida.  
 The Park is truly fortunate to 
host this exhibit of Gerry’s works dur-
ing the busy winter season. This is 
one you shouldn’t miss!

Artist in Residence Continued from page 1.
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